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Initiative Measure Number 4 on the November Ballot Prohibiting 
Tideland Drilling and Providing Funds for 
State Parks and Beaches 


© THE MEMBERS OF THE SIERRA 

Cuus: An exceptional opportunity for 
furthering the splendid state park program, 
which has been inaugurated and carried out 
during the past few years, presents itself to 
the voters of California in Initiative Measure 
Number 4 which is on the ballot to be voted 
on November 3. This measure has received 
the endorsement of the State Park Commis- 
sion, which only did so after months of care- 
ful study. It has also been endorsed by the 
California Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
Native Sons, automobile clubs of northern 
and southern California, State Chamber of 
Commerce, to mention only a few public 
organizations, and also by most of the leading 
outdoor clubs of California. 

In brief, this initiative measure prevents 
drilling for oil off shore in the ocean on the 
tidelands of California. We are all opposed 
to such drilling because of almost certain 
pollution of the beaches and defacement of 
the seascape which would follow from such 
drilling. On the other hand, Initiative Num- 
ber 4 provides for reaching the valuable oil 
pools belonging to the state, which lie out 
under the ocean, by drilling wells slantwise 
from the land into them instead of drilling 


vertically out in the ocean. It is quite essen- 
tial that the state derive revenue from such 
drilling because the owners of the lands bor- 
dering on the ocean have the legal right to 
drill vertically into the extension of the pool 
and pump all the oil they can extract, which 
means that the state oil is now migrating in 
large quantities to these wells and the state is 
losing its valuable oil reserves every single day 
that this continues. The revenue which the 
state will get, namely 14-2/7 per cent, from 
the slant drilling is to be divided equally, 
one-half going into the state treasury to re- 
duce general taxes, and the other half is to be 
paid over for the benefit of the Division of 
State Parks. The Division of State Parks must 
buy with half of what it thus receives addi- 
tional beaches, and the other half must be 
used for developing and maintaining the 
state park system generally. This is the only 
source of revenue which we can hope to get 
for buying more state parks. Bond issues and 
legislative appropriations are out of the ques- 
tion in these days while the state budget is 
unbalanced. We must acquire more beaches 
before it is too late, particularly in southern 
California, and we must also preserve along 
the state highway additional redwoods which 
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are now threatened with destruction. Do not 
let the opponents of this measure mislead 
you. Any substitute measure which might be 
put forward will not take care of the parks 
as this initiative does. If action is postponed 
for the next legislature, the pressure on the 
legislators of a thousand different projects 
for spending money will see the state parks 
either left wholly out of consideration or 
occupying a very small place. 

Oxsyections ANswERED: The principal 
objections to this measure are not well 
grounded. It is said that this initiative will 
allow drilling right down to the line of high 
tide. The law today permits every private 
owner to do this very thing in his vertical 
drilling, but this is not true of slant drilling 
under this initiative. One of the prime ob- 
jects of the initiative is, by its very terms, to 
keep the beaches free from pollution. Because 
of this, officials who are charged with the 
administration of the measure have already 
announced that they will keep the drilling 
far enough back from the ocean so that there 
will be no danger of pollution to, or inter- 
ference with, the beaches. Any public spirited 
citizen could go into court and compel the 
state officials to do this, under the terms of 
this initiative, even if the officials did not 
carry out the plain terms of the initiative as 
they are charged with doing. 

The other principal objection is that the 
royalty is not large enough. The last legisla- 
ture worked out a royalty of 1634 per cent 
for vertical drilling on the tidelands (though 
the bill was vetoed) and this is generally con- 


ceded to be a fair royalty. But this slantwise 
drilling, having for its object the protection 
of the ocean and beaches from pollution, is 
much more expensive to the operator because 
his slant wells are naturally much longer and 
more difficult to drill than vertical wells, 
Also, he has to get the permission of the land- 
owner bordering on the ocean, who in all 
fairness is entitled to, and will demand, some 
consideration. This differential has been 
carefully worked out by experts who say that 
under all the circumstances the 14-2/7 per 
cent royalty provided by the initiative is fair 
and just. 

In conclusion, do not let the opponents of 
this measure mislead you. In the first place, 
they are not true friends of the state park 
system ; we will never get another chance like 
this to buy beaches and redwoods. It is quite 
certain that any substitute bill or measure 
will not be as favorable to the state park sy» 
tem. And we must further remember that 
every day of delay means a loss of royalty to 
the state because this very oil is now being 
pumped out by adjoining owners. Best of all, 
we will not have to take any money out of the 
taxpayer’s pocket to buy these beach park 
areas because the revenue comes from a tide- 
land source that is already intimately related 
to the beaches and should contribute to their 
preservation for the public good for all time 
to come. 

Remember to vote for Initiative Measure 
Number 4, and get all of your friends to vote 
Ws. E. Cosy, 
Chairman of the State Park Commission. 


for it. 


Annual Dinner of the Sierra Club, December 12, 1936 


The annual dinner and reunion of mem- 
bers of the Sierra Club will be held Saturday 
evening, December 12, at the Fairmont 
Hotel, California and Mason Streets, San 


Francisco. The time to assemble will be 6:30, 
with dinner served at 7. While formal dress 
is customary, it is not necessary, and no one 
should have the least hesitation about coming 
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informally if that is more convenient. There 
will be a friendly welcome to members of 
the Club and their friends, a few brief talks, 
music and dancing. Ernest Dawson, Presi- 
dent of the Sierra Club, will preside. Ar- 
rangements are in charge of William : 
Goldsborough, chairman of the dinner com- 
mittee, with Miss Ethelinda James directing 


the table reservations and seating. Reserva- 
tions for group tables should be made as far 
in advance as possible. Tickets, at $2.25 each, 
may be obtained at the office of the Club, 
1050 Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street, San 
Francisco, and it will greatly assist the com- 
mittee if tickets are obtained at least a week 


in advance. 


Fifth Convention of the Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs 
By Artruur H. Brake 


My attendance at this Convention was in 
the dual capacity of Vice-President for Cali- 
fornia, and as delegate of the Sierra Club 
when President Ernest Dawson found that 
his affairs would not permit him to be pres- 
ent. It was a wonderful opportunity to ap- 
praise the value of the movement from the 
standpoint of our own Sierra Club member- 
ship. | found that the twenty-two member- 
clubs were concerned in working out pretty 
much the same problems within their organi- 
zations, and that all held as primary objec- 
tive the preservation of their local wilder- 
ness areas, together with a willingness to 
assist other clubs in attaining this goal. An 
intelligent effort to sustain real conservation 
was the predominant thought in the Conven- 
tion proceedings held on September 5, 6 and 
7, at “Nesika,” the lodge of the Trails Club 
of Oregon. The gathering was, as befits a 
group of mountaineers and outdoor people, 
a joyous occasion, full of genuine friendli- 
ness. As in previous years, it was a sleeping- 
bag affair (as I believe it should be kept), 
with tasty meals served on the minute to the 
sakelike lineup of hungry guests. The se- 
cluded and beautiful location of the Nesika 
Lodge had much to do with the spirit of the 
gathering, and it was with regret that we left 
at the close of the Convention. “Nesika” is 
approximately thirty-five miles from Port- 


land, Oregon; it is located at an altitude of 
about 1,800 feet on a forested mountain-side 
that reaches several thousand feet higher to 
the top of Larch Mountain, whence one 
may see Mount Hood. The Lodge itself 
offers majestic views of the Columbia River 
Gorge. The Trails Club as the host had 
every arrangement perfected, and commit- 
tees headed by past presidents took care of 
such matters as transportation, reception, 
registration and entertainment. The K. P. 
work was done by the club’s special commit- 
tee, and a vote of thanks should have been 
given them since it was a huge job. Another 
large job was the bringing in ef food sup- 
plies from the end of the road. Even the 
dunnage of those who required help was 
hauled in on sleds or wheelbarrows. 
Business Meeting: When business sessions 
began, seventeen delegates answered the roll 
call, representing as many outdoor clubs out 
of the total membership of the twenty-two 
leading outdoor clubs of the West. A total 
of 135 people were present. Eight were 
present from California, including the dele- 
gates of the California Alpine Club, the 
Contra Costa Hills Club, and the Sierra 
Club. President F. W. Mathias (Olympians) 
made an able chairman and in good-humored 
style kept the proceedings steered to success- 
ful objectives. At the organization meeting 
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each delegate was allowed to present for 
round-table discussion a topic of particular 
interest to the club represented. For the 
Sierra Club I presented the subject of “Fur- 
ther Road Development in the High Moun- 
tain Country.” 

Committee reports were presented and ap- 
proved. Of special interest was that on the 
proposed Mount Olympus National Park, 
and the Pacific Crest Trail System Confer- 
ence. Mr. Clinton C. Clarke, the founder 
of the latter movement, was present and 
expressed a desire that the Federation of 
Western Outdoor Clubs continue to take an 
interest in the system. It was the opinion of 
the Conference that the local names should 
be kept for the various sections of the trail 
system, and in order to avoid the elimination 
of these local names the word “System” was 
adopted for the united trails. There are seven 
local trails linked together in this system, 
reaching from Canada to Mexico, to be man- 
aged and operated by the district committees 
as independent trails. This Conference, 
which was held early on September 5, also 
asked that the Federation give its approval 
and backing to the system; also that it pass 
on suggestions made as to Trails, Shelters and 
Signs, and on definitions of Primeval, Primi- 
tive, and Wilderness Areas. These matters 
were later acted on by the Resolutions Com- 
mittee and adopted as mentioned. Other 
committee reports discussed were on such 
subjects as insurance and club liability on 
transportation arrangements, noise of out- 
board motors on mountain lakes, advertising 
rates in club publications, song books, and 
nature lore. The matter of inexperienced 
mountain climbers was discussed. It was 
found that several of the clubs have climbing 
groups and a motion was made that the new 
president appoint a committee to secure in- 
formation about these climbing groups, co- 


ordinate it, and send it to member organiza. 
tions. Richard M. Leonard, Chairman of the 
San Francisco Bay Chapter Rock Climbing 
Section, has subsequently been appointed as 
representative of the Sierra Club on this 
committee. 

Important Resolutions Adopted: While 
the resolutions passed are too numerous to 
give in detail, there are some of extreme im- 
portance to our own organization. These are 
as follows: 

Definition of Areas in National Forests 
and Parks: Whereas there is at present a con- 
fusion of definitions and names of various 
types of areas in our national forests and 
parks, which need simplification and clarifi- 
cation, and whereas the Pacific Crest Trail 
Con ference has recommended certain defini- 
tions, therefore be it resolved that the Na 
tional Government departments in the estab- 
lishment of various areas adopt the following 
definitions of “Primeval,” “Primitive,” and 
“Wilderness” areas: “Primeval Area” is one 
in which there has been virtually no dis 
turbance of the natural vegetative balance. 
“Primitive Area” is one in which there shall 
be no mechanized travel and no development 
except that necessary for protection. “Wilder- 
ness Area” is a region which possesses no 
means of mechanical conveyance and which 
is sufficiently spacious that a person may spend 
at least a week of travel in it without crossing 
his own tracks. It may include timber, range 
lands, bare rocks, snowfields and glaciers, 
marshes, deserts, water, beaches, and promon- 
tories. The dominant attributes of such areas 
are, first, that visitors to them must depend 
largely on their own efforts and their own 
competence for survival; and, second, that 
they be free of all mechanical disturbances. 
Be it further resolved that the Federation 
and member clubs accept these definitions 
and that member clubs urge the National 
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Government to adopt the aforementioned 
definitions. 

Mount Olympus Wilderness National 
Park: Whereas a committee appointed by the 
Federation to consider the question of pre- 
serving the Olympic Peninsula as a recrea- 
tional area has filed its report, and whereas it 
is the consensus of opinion of the Federation 
that the area can best be preserved as a wilder- 
ness national park, therefore be it resolved 
(1) that the report of the committee be ac- 
cepted, and (2) that the Federation and 
member clubs urge the creation of a Mount 
Olympus National Park. Be it resolved that 
the boundaries of the Mount Olympus 
Wilderness National Park include all the ter- 
ritory recommended by the committee, plus 
such additional areas of big timber as can be 
procured for the park without serious re- 
sults to the commercial development of the 
Olympic Peninsula. 


High Mountain Roads: Whereas we be- 
lieve that the undeveloped high mountain 
wilderness areas of the Pacific Coast have 
been reduced dangerously near to a minimum 
for the welfare of the Pacific Coast, there- 
fore be it resolved that no further intrusion 
by the building of roads should be allowed 
without convincing proof of public necessity. 

The Nominating Committee presented its 
report which was accepted. The following 
were elected officers for the coming year: 
Sidney S. Bymel, president; Aaron H. Glas- 
gow, secretary-treasurer; Fairman Lee, cor- 
responding secretary; Arthur H. Blake, vice- 
president for California; Reuben Jensen, 
vice-president for Oregon; Florence Grape, 
vice-president for Montana; Paul Thiess, 
vice-president for Washington. 

The invitation of the California Alpine 
Club to hold the Sixth Annual Convention 
at its lodge on Mount Tamalpais in 1937 was 
accepted. 


Miscellaneous 


“What State Parks Mean to California” 
will be the subject of an address by Mr. Wil- 
liam E. Colby, Chairman of the State Park 
Commission. The lecture will be held Octo- 
ber 28, at 8 Pp. M., in the Auditorium of the 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 245 
Market Street, San Francisco. Admission is 
free. 





The San Antonio Ski Hut owned by the 
Sierra Club was burned to the ground Sun- 
day night, September 20. The cause of the 
fire is not known. Plans for rebuilding are 
being rushed. The trail has been repaired so 
4 to use animals in transporting material. 
The hut will be bigger and better than ever, 
but funds and labor are urgently needed. 
The Hut, at an elevation of about 9,000 


feet, offers Sierra Club members a base for 
alpine skiing within a few hours of Los 
Angeles. 


Riverside Chapter Organization, At the 
annual election of the Riverside Chapter 
held recently, the following were elected 
members of the Executive Committee of the 
Chapter: John E. Dole, Richard M. Esgate, 
Frieda Marti and Laura E. Stein. The 
holdover members are Emerson L. Holt, 
Doris Price Rowlands, Archie J. Twogood. 
At the organization meeting of the commit- 
tee the following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: A. J. Twogood, chairman; 
Doris Price Rowlands, vice-chairman ; Frieda 
Marti, secretary; John E. Dole, treasurer. 





S1eERRA CLuB BULLETIN 





Mountain Records Committee. Addition- 
al appointments: Glen Dawson, Doris Leon- 
ard. 


Oriental Exhibit: Commencing about De- 
cember 10 and continuing at least until the 
middle of January, Mr. William E. Colby 
will have another oriental exhibit in the San 
Francisco Museum of Art, top floor of the 
Veterans Building, entrance on McAllister 
Street at Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco. 
This exhibit will not in any way duplicate 
the Imperial exhibit of a year ago but will be 
devoted to Chinese priest robes, temple hang- 
ings, and textiles. Some of the finest exam- 
ples in existence will be exhibited. Members 
and their friends are invited to attend a pre- 
view the evening of Wednesday, December 
9, from 8 to 10 Pp. M. The exhibit will be 
open weekdays from 12 noon to 10 P. M., 


and on Sundays and holidays from 1 until 


5 P. M. 


Tahquitz Rock, On the eastern shoulder 
of Tahquitz Peak in southern Californias 
San Jacinto Mountains rises Tahquitz Rock 
(Lily Rock), a huge ridge-like massif that 
provides Los Angeles rock enthusiasts the 
same kind of climbing the San Franciseg 
group gets at Yosemite. The routes are con 
siderably shorter than those at Yosemite, 
averaging in length about 400 feet, but pro 
viding extremely interesting climbing. 
far three routes have been worked out; onal} 
pitons are necessary. One variation provides 
an 80-foot lead with eight pitons, some of 
which are used for direct aid. The foot of 
the rocks can be reached by an hour’s walk 
from the foot of the San Jacinto Peak trail” 
near Idyllwild. 
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State of California, t 
City and County of San Francisco 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and county aforesaid, personally appeared Virginia 
Ferguson, who, having been duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that she is the business managet 
of the Sierra Club Bulletin, and that the following is, to the best of her knowledge and belief, a true stat& 
ment of the ownership, management, etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in the above 
caption, required by the Act of August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, embodied @ 
section §37, Postal Laws and Regulations, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, managing editor, and business manager afe: 
Publisher, Sierra Club, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco, Calif.; Editor, Francis P. Farquhar, 1050 Mille 
Tower, San Francisco, Calif.; Managing Editor, None; Business Manager, Virginia Ferguson, 1050 Mills 
Tower, San Francisco, Calif. 

2. That the owner is: Sierra Club (a corporation), 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco, California; No 
stockholders; Officers: Ernest Dawson, President, Los Angeles; William E. Colby, Secretary, San Fram 
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3- That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 1 per cent 
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Vircinia Fercuson, Business Manager. 
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